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' \@ﬁlwlm the wncth ot e ucalyjtiss 15tk 1he Sog. 1t i moniing.

feee, 1
waves, imba in splinters, hitlerod with 1caven. A wasteland of

tocs up frem the cracked. black carth:. This & ground zirv —
" the starting point o the many-sided balle for dominance of
= San Beuon Mountain, 1he last wild remuiam of what was once a
floud of grass and. sinibs misning fnun hrealicrs (o bay —
and the casuilics, already, are too nuaXrots (o count. Awe-

insect called the Mission Bluc. _
Perhapr you have heard of the MisSan Blase. 1t is a Wastier
{ly. vielcLblue. nol much wider 1han the keliers of its firs
name peinted here. For two woeks in the carly suminer of
cvery year, jusd aftes the 1ains 8109, the Mission Blues on
San lhulw emerge from their paprsy cocoons and lake le
the air, flying diraly — dastk, perhaps, with the sun after
: thetr lung Year undergground, of with the explosioa of fighi
: ilsell — above an
By E L.I..EN MCGARRAHAN cithtiaid lows-
ing pant ¢alied the
"_{ : i!q lupine. On the lupine, the Mission {Slues maie aud drink
¢ eclar and lay cgee and dic. ‘The Jeanivia icanoides — the

: 'i Casnmon Bhie — iz abutterfly found from Botish Columbia
R i 16 Southemn Califosnia, cast 10 (he Pakolas, south to New
-y Mexico, bat the Mission Bluc, a subsyaxies, /earicia icari-

oides missionensis, lives almos! eavkisively on San Bruno
Mountain. l‘uimmily for this 1000, the Missien Blue i3 an
endangend accies, prodected by the panisions of the kod-
e Endangiened Species Acl
i The best —the only — way 10save 4n endangered form of
life ts 10 prowci its Habitat, But protecting San Bruno
' Mountain A Ta8 Simplc a sattes a3 it might scetu. Drawlines
' inthesand up there, and the 2063 sunpeise:

“ . Oncside s humankind, of course. With oar condos and roads
{ and Cow Palaves and quarrica the eves-oncroaching urbaniza-
* oty of modern sacicly paxx a yor threat o Hlwe inpunitain, no
* doubt about it. Another side is situne. San Bruno is 2 heh and
complex place. woven with wildllowers. (aced with sieeams,
heushad with binds, powdcred with butteeflics, 1he most-delicalc
* dance imagonable. Andl if the preoblem with Qe dnnnnlain wore (o step
lhorc — tnan V8. nature —= § would be casy 4o 1hink about, even ¢usy
to solve. Save the batterfly? Rop develvpment. Unfonwkltcly, nature iz

trickler, somencs, than wa give her credit for,
Bevause va-a third ssde of the batlle over S Biuno Mourdadiy, thete's

mid-Jaly, and the irecs lic dead in pites along the <ide ol |
Guadalupe Canyoa Markoway, the road Lhiat cals over San Bnine
,ﬁ... Moumam an asphall scythe through tie grass. If it werenY for the.

= lug 1 woull be w&’blc to scoban Feancisco, just owr the counly

o .-‘_" :-; :.b'i: own wnid, just beyond the cily limils, entircly apart.
- Nad ”3 t&mumx.lil(‘ofwodhrmdmzvnktd :
- shash and serap, studded with stuenps that stick like slubled.

. inspiting camaye indecd, all for the sake of an inch-long.
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natuse again — a diffesent kind of natore, urnatura) o this place, to Caliornia: iavad-
ing plants bke cucalyptus and gonse and slrange @VaTR rapacious weeds (it van-
qln\h the malive grasslands in 1he race to sovive, One of the cnsal lies of this contest
is cobor: The alien gineecs dic bk in the manimertime, tuming the mountain brown;

native 2rasses sheep through sumnwer, bright silver, an abscnce of hue as beautiful as
the sovn that comes with the rains. Some of the exolics arc green. though — the
Rorse, lor cxample; long green thoms glowing even in ghusl'light. iicre in the
Golilen Stade, wlwre summer s the dionnus Aesson, the compulksion (or g in the
lwd has gotien nalmve plants into trible. 1eft to their own dhviasss, the exelic tuca-
fypaus and goest and the ivies arxt broam and blackberties and mustant, summes
greens all, could take over the nwoontzin from the siver 1Basses faster than develop:
ment ever coukd. id so, on the founth side. theres hurnantind again — not in oppo-
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sithon to nature, but in concert, ;toetla in a springg quirtet, bartbing the exote plants, The'™
money for thal fight comes from San Hruno’s first cacniy, wilhaut which sone of it
would be possible becauseit woukdin't be worssuy: ok

/ ' Populitapt
It s hard wnmgmcmolfas'lhcvilluil maconllfmmtm(‘dy- Ihe baﬂ B nn an mnn ﬂuﬂtam plts d l'al‘E blmﬂl'ﬂy agamst

but on fhe ather hand, the e in the Enm‘ neavwer Bes. In the
Bay Anca. wo huve pawed the grasy hilla, steored the stieams
into voncrete utteny built midle inkers in the headbnds, BXIIth tl‘ees. 8ﬂV|mﬂmeMB||m agamﬂ Cnﬂdﬂmlnlums. a"d p[lses
dredgad the hardur. filled the bay, oblitesated 1he wetlasds, and 2 ¥ . oy A 5 A
snogzed the . There s nowheren the et ofwhor  THE UEStion: How much nature is natural, anyway?

—— e )

witg no fesal plwe the hand of man hasn’t mavled — cowhere, ol is BN S A A 4 T oS L i
except. for this few thetshad arex on 2 hillside so steep that dévedopers didn't gt . » £ - e ~
avund 1o hailding on it until the rales of Continued on padeo 12 I b’ *’ !&%& tatf® (e /'/Iff.'uu)a 04:.) nr‘.
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Continuod from page 11

the. game had changxd. And now that nature
18 undes sicge up there, enemics on the oul-
sideand encmics within, the question is this
13it possiblc to savea butterfly by tumming
back the hands of time? Or is it too lale? And
if it is 0o late — well, whst happens then?

1 is possibe that you have been deceived

by San Bruno Mamtsin. Because (rom afar

— which i tn <3y, from the leghways that
collar the mountain. headlights like pearls
around a wrestler's neck — San Bruno
Mouniain i< ugly ndeod. This lime of year,
lrom a distance. the mountain is brown, a
muddy midrange yellowish brown, the color
of a recrom rug, of a 19708 station wagon
parked and ammobile on the Sde of the 1oad.
The mountain ishuge, as well a brown sky-
blotting monolith jusy west of Candlestick
Park. 1ocholds away [rom San Francisco
i1sell, a giant slice of outback-loeking graes
and dirt right1 at the odge of the city's collec.
tive back yard. Driving pat i, you can't help
but dismisa it. Walk up» onto it, bewcvey, and
the mountam s a whole dflerend place.

On the high reaches of San Bruno. wild
orchids grow @nmid n ative sitver grasses goot

dormant in the summtt heat Jow shrubs,
their stems Bke dark tace beneath ctowns of
wmd-mruned leeves, offer diffcrent rroens —
some closer tn gray. sume <loser (o yeBow.
Thereis campion, an vndangercd pink
flower; and painibrush, brigiit orarige and
yellow; amwl lizand’s tail, green plants nancd
for the slape of their Yeaves., There are rare
manzanitas, growing low lo the ground
beneath the wind that comes in from the
occan, and wild viole1s, yellow and purple.
Wild irts, gone to sced in the summartime,
shed round beads in1o the pasched soil,
which cracks like broken skin in the daylong
hca:j. Ewerywhere, theve & the soumd of the
wada.

Un occasion, hald cagles and golden
cagles have beea seen on San Bruno
Mountain. Vireos. hummingbirds, kestrols,
owls, quail, and flickers. t00. OOn San finmo
Mountain. ticre are three kinds of rare but-
teefbes There's the Mission Blue, of coursc,
which lives in the grasslands. There's the
Caltippe Silverspes, as well. which tsa't listed
as an endangered spovies bocause it shanes
the'sare haltat as the Mission Blue, laying
its cgizs on the wild violcts that grow in the
mountain’s open arcas. And there's the San
Bomo Fifin. a saler brown bug that fives m

the brushland. The San Bruno Elin is a
listid battesfly, because it is found almosl
exclusivedy on the moantain, bat its babital
the brush, ixn as threatened by develop:
mod and other forves as the grassland s,

tp uniil 3D years ago, San Brunu Moumain
was largcly untouched by the developiment
that had transformed the rest of the San
Franciaco Peninsula from a land of wild
grass inlo an urban city. Part of a Spanish
land grant made in 1837 10 Jacob los=ec, a
aahgalirrd Mcxican cilzen, Son Bruno was
acquired by the Crocker Land Co. in 1884.
For the next 80 years, cattle grazed the
mountain’s wide shoukdess. Thes, as urban-
izalion crawled xotth from San Francisco
and nosth from San Josze, developers’ eycs
fell onto the ogxn spaces of the niwantain,
and the modovn history of Sin Bruno begen.

1n 1965. a (ropos) was made {o bop off the
1op 280 foct of San Bruews Mowsntain and wse
the carth — 200 azllion cubic yands of il —
lo fitl in San Francisco Bay for the airpost.
But the idea diin't o over well in the towns
— Daly City, Brisbane, Colma, South San
Francisco — that suryound San Bsuno, and
for 10ycars, developens backed oft Thon. m
1975, a cusntrany. calkd Visitacion Associales
peopased buiding R 500 hemces and 2 nd! el

square feet of ofbce gpace on the mountain.
“An intensive poltical batthe ensued,” county
records nole, eesulting in a court light
between Szn Mateo Counly and Visitacion.
In 1980, the developers and the county
rcached a sctticinent: The develo pers would
be aDowed to build in exchangy for the duns-
tion of 1,650 acres lo the county and 298
acTea 1o the sale of Califomia for porks. Two
weeks afler that deal was ecached, the
Linited States Fish and WildEfe Sevvice noti-
ficd Visitacion thal an endangeccd animal —
the Mission Bluc butteefly — callt.d Son
Bruoo home. Aod thatineant that eveeything
wns agiin upin the air.

What hagxaned nexi s stilt controversial,
muxv than a decade hlce. Rather than stick-
ing it to Visitacion and shuiting down the
mouniain 10 all new developient, San Mialeo
County =ai down al the bayining table with
the developer. As county planner Ronian
Gaskin. wito was there, renrembessit, “these
was cvery possibility that $wy cuald take
this all the way 1o the Undled States Supreme
Coutt, and Ll e Endaagensd Spocees Adt.
1 don't think anybedy wanted that." The
resull was somedling called a “habitat con-
servation plan” (HCP), a formal congres-
sjonal cxarf tion 1o 1he Endangered Species
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company that mansges San
Bruno's habitat conservation
plan for 1he county. Harris is
the point person for the plan
— 3he monitors the consinuc-
tion, talks to constructien
woekers about cespecting the
environment, and helps te
write the annual reports that
list butterfly counts and
exotic plant destiuction. An
encrgetic, friendly woman,
Harris can spot an exotic
piant from the driver's seat of
a maing car al 45 mph. After
lunch, she takes me and field
biologist Lion Baumgariner
ot for a SPID.

We hezd soth along the
west gide of the mountaln.
We pass Celma's green
ccmeteries, their grass ke
the fclt on pool tables
heneath the high brown
tableau of the mmeuntain.
Therc's.a nursery in here, to
the lcft, and we tuen down a
dirt road into il. Look —
they're selling blue gum
etcalvplus in pots, the exact
same trecs that liein shom
piles on the other side of the
mountain, Hasris points that
out, and we drive to the end
of thec road. where she steps
and Yooks up at thc mountain.
Thiere. a seand of silver dollar.
¢ucalyotus is making its way
slowly up the south slope,
leaves like shiny coins
against the bright summer
1asg,

"I’he) ¢scapesh fromeihes
nmzery,” Harmis ssyzs.,

Itis past { o'clock now, and -
the sun beats down. Harsis
drlves slowly all the way
around the mountain, to the
Northeast Ridge. where
there are huge graders work-
ing to level steep slopes of
the mountain, the dust 1ising yellow up off
the ground. Past of Hanis’ job is to monitor

the development on the mountain, o we
stop in to 2ee Tim Wellman, at Coscan’

Davidson Heines, which s doing the budld-
ing. Hanis and Wellman discuss having her
taik, again, tothe guys who arc running the
big trucks out there, about making sure
they're following the laws and not bulldoz-
ing where they shouldn't be. Hatrix says
sheTl stop back by.

Then we're off, having almost completed
the circle around the mountain. Just short of
the parking fot where wa gtarted this mom-
ing. Hanis pulls into a tumout on the alde of
the mountain, parking in a dust cdoud of blue-
white gravel. A path leads up the ridge, the
@ravel bone whitc in the dright wn.

Our waik takes us past mole holes whete
Baumgarner says black widow spiders live,
All around us are swallowtail butterflies,

chasing each othcr in spirals through the afr.

Inthe ovnce Callinae Chimeonete tnnmia wis

Mourtaln Manager: Victorla Harrds keaps tabs ae Sas Bruse
undor the habitat censervatios plan,

built on San Bruno Mountain, Nearly

1,300 more homes have been approved
umder the habitat conservation plan, On the
Nottheast Ridge, the part of the mountain
that most ditectly faces San Francisco,
Coscan Davidson Homcs is starting con-
$truction in what some prople say was some
of the best Mission Blue habitat on the
mountain, Gvcr on the otlier side of San
Bruno, facing the Pacific and the strip malls
of Sceramonte Boulevard, another project.
Terabyy, Is due to start construction by the
(a1l All 10ld, development has eaten up 372
acres of the mountain. There are 2,741 acres
set aside in conservation. Another 216 acres
arc. as yet, undecided. Between the areas
under construction and areas in congerva-
tiog, theze s a fonce dotted with white wam-
ing signs. Two worlds back to back with
each other, connecied by one thing: money,

Smce 1982. some 700 homes have been

4 | pl A
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- lnder. the terms of the habjtat conserva-
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A, that d}owd ‘destnction of Miesion Blae

_hahiim by Visnacioo and other devabopers b

_rmum fur canservation elsewhere on the
mountain. {1 wag an idea — balancing the

- coopding interests of developees andd envi-
ronientaBsts — that was (0 take hold a0uss
the nation. Aihough, as i turms out, proted-
ing habitat sum development is one thing.
Prutecting it from itself is another.

p on San Bruno Mounitain, there is a
upbce cafled April Brook, because in the
spring the waler runs there. Until
recently, the water in April Brook ran
through aglade of cu calvplus treet Now the
recs lie in buge pikes on the ground.
“We've gol 10 get poing on this area here,”
planger Gunkin is saying. ~IU's gat a lot of

loosc asvas that have o be stabiled for the

I3 midmorisg, mid-July. A g of peo-
ple has gathered at April flrook Lo talk about
putling native plants back where they once
belonged. This is the first place on San
Bruna thal the retoralivn witl lagpen. It's a
test place, in a way, Five acres of figuring
things out,

Among (e people Gankin is talking o is a
man named Paul Kephart. Kepbart is a
botanist, a pative plant expert from south of
Sania Cruz who has been oo the mountain
since dawnt this morning, gatheslng plants
and seeds. I's Kephart wha'll be doing the
restoralion of nalive vegetation on San
Bruno. Already, in a rivrsery south of Sania
Cruz, he has San Bruno secdlings rouling

Maantals Man: San Mato¢ Covaty pianmer Reman Gankin.

in pladtic bins. Kephad ® (dl and blond and
direct, ‘The dashboard of his ar is full of
plants.

“We need to be in here to start planting
and seoding by Novesaber 3, 4, 5 at the lat-
edt,” Kephart s, ays.”As se0n as we %¢¢ the
12i 3, we'll see o lot of cucalyplus®

In (act, they'ee alicady sexing 2 lot of euca
hptus. Eucalyptusis difficult tn get rid of, if
that's what you're 1rving lo do 10 8. Can't cui
it down — the stvmps. sproul. Cant burn it
— the tfrees explode sceds. Can't spray il
once and walk away — keep on it or you'll
so¢ more cucdyns than you want to.

Over tunch, Reephart cutlines his plan for
Apnil Brook. The felled treen have been beft
in huge piles by the logging company that
San Mateo Caunty contracied 1o clear-cut

Pameols Gonlile

e fovest. Plus, the logers have cut a deen
shell into Lhe side of the-Aptil Brook ravine.
Both of these things are problems: Twe stash
lumber has 10 be cdeared and the shelf needs
to be restored (o it original slope before

covegaatng. ‘Then the tiick will be 10 keep

the weeds out long enough for the native
plants 10 take hold, a balancing acl L1k plan
Kephart 1alks about, sketchingit out briefty,
seeug wncomplicated but Lahor-intensive:
Spaay the heck out of the cucalyplus stumps,
which were alvo left by the loggers when
they cruiscd through. Then move in with
native plant secdlings fcoin the gursery.
Wrap lttle collars around cuch scedting, o
keen the cucalypius spray off them, thep
[way some ore. Get schooldlids out there
to distribute seeds, lay kraft paper on (he
ground to discouragr the invasive plants
from sprouling. spray sume more, s keep
a carcful eyeon things.

Talk tums o herbicdex 1T ones llxvy'n--

using on San Brunw trick the plants into
thinking they're taking in nutrsenis — shecif-
ically. nitrogon — from the swil. so when the
planls are srayed, they open up and sk il
all ngiv in_ Figusiog nut what sprays lo izse
has taken sotne tinve.

“it kind of fakes the plant out,” Maria
“Alin” Raggen, onc of thedi@bicide applica-
tors, says.

*It's taken U seven years le figure oul the
propee sofutiens,” Mike Forbert adds. “But
I've goétcn to e posnt where pow I've ot a
nwdliod that works. fcan see results,”

otia Hams is in a sense. in cliarke of
things on San Brunce Mounitzin. Harsis
works al Thomas Reid Associalex the
Palo Altg-based environmental consulting
Cowmtinved on Puge 14
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-« Take somc Mission Blne land here, pay to

N

~1cs said, San Bru--
‘no"s conservation”

ull gorse off themowtain over these.,

~In eome QuRrlery — mest noticeadbly, in
holitical arenas from local city halls to the
U.S. Congress — that's seen as a mighty fair
swap. a bargain in which evervbody wins.
Pcople get houses, anlmals get fand. What

. could be better? And in the years since San

Bruno Mountain became the site of the
naton’s first habitat conservation plan, those

‘kind of plans have been put to work. in one
-foym or asother, in 36 other places, with 130

more-applications pending.

Yet not everyone likes the San Bruno
Mountiin habitat conservation plan — cither
in theory or in pructice.

*There was a big problent with the

“approach. which is that they traded the

prime habltd for the lesscr habitat. It was a
fiowed approach from the start. The voncern
was that if you tried to get what was the bext
environmentally thet it would s«cem 30 outra-
geous that the Endangered Species Act
would Ro down in flames.” says Julia Bott. of
the Sictra Club. “My lieart says, ‘Hey, we
started wrong in the very beginuing. We

“ghould have prolected the best habitat You

don't give away the best habitat and take
somcthing marginal and suy it works.

Noncilicless, that's what we have 10 wdrk

with so i1's kind_of our &hicge and our
responsibiliey 16 (ke what's on'the moun:
tain.”

Last spring, the Loma et Chapter of the
Sicera Club hosted a ferum on Ssn Bruno's
habitat conscrvation plan. Criticisms ranged

from the general 10 the specific, with focus

on twa problems: The plan. critics sald, has
no provision for outside review, which
meuans-that the people who administer the
plan are the cnes in charge of deciding
whether the job they're doing i3 adequate,
In sdditien, the qiit- T

plan contains nci-
ther long-range
goalwnor the kind
of relrospcclive
studics that would
allow perspective
on whether the
cxotics removal is
working. Put those
two things togeth-
er. and there's
really no way 10 telt
what's actually hop-
pening to the habdi-
1a¢ up there on that
mountain.

“The plan was loascly writien. It did not
requite any set goals, it didn't have any mea-
surlng devices. it was just Counting butter-
flies, which are reafly essentially meaning-
less,” says Jake Sigg, of the California Native
Plant Socvety, which is active on San Bruno
Mountain,

Each year, Thomas Reid Assaclates sub-
mits an annuelqepoftion thie mountain 10°5an
Maeo Cotnly.*The reponts, which date Back
to 1990, whicn Thomas Raid Associates first
bexan studsiog tlie mounrain, contai
detailed butteeNly enimerationsiand ancedo

g l-n-. eL\ANTB, -
DEVELOPMENT, AND
 ENDANGERED SPECIES,

"My oiticism of the implementation of this
plan all along has been the facc that weeds
arc overrunning the mountaln. Therc is no
restored habitat, and the population base of
the weedd ik growing all the time. With every
year thal passes the situation go¢s on,” Sigg
says. “They have no data. they have no
records showing what they've done.”

That, however, seems about to change.
Thomas Reid Assuciates recently hireda per-
son to study the reports 1o see what has

‘worked and what hasa’t worked in terms of

removing the exotics.

“We should develop some idea of what we
could expect,” ssys lawrence Knbemos. the
new hire.

ow. all the development that affects San

Bruno Mountainian't residential. Therc's

commetxia), 100, Consider the fate of Gus
Pedemonie, whose Cobna dump backed up.
literally. onto some protected habitat.
Pedemonte had to fork over $10,600 it fines
to repair Mission Blue landscape, althougl:
the money wasn't spent on San Brune
Mounwin but on the Milagra Ridge. above
Pacifica. where another little isnlated colony
of the bugs lives. And on ihc very top of Sar
Bruno is another conuneérvial development
= ofie' that hag sparked the nost vehement
opposilion 10 date of the hahitat conservation
plan. The peop le who don't like the towers
call themsclves Bay Arca Land Watch, and
they're suing Sun Matco County.

‘The radio towers risc like skeletons on top
of the ridge. They Liave been there since the
days of caule grazing, before the
Endangered Species Act and the habitat con
servatian plan. At peesent. theev is one satel:
lite station and 10 towers. mushrooms in a
forest of skeletal stecl Last year, acconding
to the lawsuit. the owacr of the mountain-
RENELLL i top. d compsny
named Walson
Communica-
ions. proposed
adding 32 new
dish aalellitey,
10 new cquip-
ment sheiters, a
new  10.000.
square-fool
building. and.
for the first
time, two places
for peoplc to
live. Thaomas
Reid studied the
proposal and
recommended
to the coutuy
that it be approved. The county approvesd it
and forwarded % on to the Uuited Siates Fish
and Wikdlife Service, wliich hay finat jurizsdx.
tion over all things that affect the Misslon
Blue. Bay Arca Land Waltch sued.

“The proposed project may injuce or kill
these endangered spectes.” the lawsuit
alleges, enumerating the Mission Blue and
San Bruna Effin butterflies. In additien, “the
proposced project will cause detenoration in
the sioline view of the Mountin, decteased
usc of the Park trails during construction
activitics, as well as exposure of hikers to




Oectoe of Devastation: Pani Kaphat will burn blasted sucadyplus
fnts native grizses.

exotic gpeacs, the altempt to revegetate —
would be happening without the Misyion
Blue butterfly. Centainly the prestnce of an
endangered butterfly has given the mountain
the money and the management nol oth¢s:
wise avzilable to'it. But onagwne, for eample,
if the Miloo Blue were not a butterfly atall.
Imag\ne it as an insect without delicate blue
wings anda frifly light-blue thorax; imagine it
with # hard caragrace, a shiay browp airborme
beetle the color of dung, with piocers and
hairy legs and a stlaging bito. lmagine if it
were, Simply, a caterpilar — green, 00zZing
goocy liquid from the pores on its pulpy skdin
— that never transformed itsell, oeves took
to the 2ir, spent its whole life' underground,
emerging onty (o sting and dic. Tlie bug
could still be protected by law, adll foughl
over and titigated about, but would the fight
stir the same emotions? Would it seem
worthwhie if the (nsect at issue was homble
te look at. or dengerous 1o touch?

- LT Ry i W08 B
¥ trees? Trees that are beauti-
$ ful, to some, in their own
§ righ1? Can you trade beauty
& for beauty? Or. in doing 1hat,

is there a logs somcwhere —

one that cannot be recom-
9

When the city of Brisbane,
on the eastemn slope of San
Bruno Mountaia — houses
on the flatiands and up o the
mountain itself — learned
that the eucalyptus trcey
along Guadalupe Canyon
Psrkway had been cut down,
there wae no rejolclng in the
streets. Quite the opgposite- So

mtchso,intact-thartheaty
filed 2uit to atop the logring.

“The people in Biisbane,
because they live on the
mountain and the park's in
their back vard, have a real
fove affair with the mountain,”
City Planning Pirector Carole
Nelson cxplains. “The geople
feel the motnlainis a totem
for then, It protects them,
and keeps them safe, and If
the mountaln’s OX then
they're OK. .

“Wheo the cucalyptus cut
ting began and we found out
that it we=0t selecve culling.

itwasclear<utting, wesued
because we thought it was a
violatlon of the park.” she
sSays.

“The natjve plants and the
Mission Blue butterfly are
implgﬁs:t‘;a%es winhi:;t;,hc
ave . shere er
values. There are :%%F&ié
values and there are recre-
ational values,” say's Nelson.

In other words, there's a
trade-off. And that's the
source of the conflict, is anut-
shel!, with the Endangcred
Species Act. In forcing
Americams to think about the
creatures that live among us,
the act requires us to cone
&ider the role that nature has in utban soch
ety. And sometimes, il's casier to think about
aature o other places — other people’s back
vards — than it is to dcal with the conse-
quences of sasing what wikdness is left right
here, right now,

One of the intenesting things about the bso-
diversity dedale — the idez that all forms of
life are worth saviag, ne maner what — is
that it has tended to focus on places like the
rain fores\s of South Amenca. A recent book
by Haivard biologist Edward O. Wilson. for
exumple, opens with a stirring account of a
thunderstorm in forcsted Brazil:

“In the Anaon Basin the greasesi violence
sometioes begins ag & flicker of light beyond
the hortzon,” Wilson wriles. ~... Wt pray
there will always be a worid like this one a1
whose edge 1 3at in darkness, The rain forest
in it richness is one of the last repogitorics

on cath of thattimelt:ss dream.”
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