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,:'I '-t:rr--,1M.-n', lh(! N11ell or t'W-�alypltd nil$ thr-fog.. ll hi ll\(l(lling. 
rnid•Jol>•· and tht:! cn-ics l.ic d�ad in l)ifes-alonJ? 1be side or 
(",ulldalui"-' C'ul)'<lft l'ad...-ay, d�e n)'td � CUI/$ <M'C'f' San UQlno 

Mounlnin, m, aspll:\lt9Cyt.be lhroUR:ti 1twpass. Jf ii wtri:ml fort))(" 
tc}g il � I)(> poe;$0lc: to $.'"'C-S.il\" Frru:ici�. jlti¢ OV!-"f the C'QUU()' 
tine lO t1te ,..,111h. a,�be h009t.'$ 011 fea-(Qlqml bills Lhai �n 
�� QYl','Uw ol.lll.'r .Jc).,..1110 1.hc bay. b1,11 on l.hi$momtn,g tj)e mou� 
1intii--il• owt1 '!ll'Olid. j1.1�t lx.")'01,d 1h,- dtr litni\._ ·c.:nlif\llyapart.. 
llt're. JO u�:-, tom downwwn. 1� of Y(ood � in �1i11"'n!t.i:td 
� Um� U1 f;l)lfottl't.. liuf;ff'il with l(ii�'!l. A Wll .. ttand or 
$1alih and 8C_r:;1p; �iudd(..J witJa g_lUIJ\P� d:litL,tilitk l,kxt 11t.ub1Mn:I 
ton; 1lJ> from lhe trac:ked. bliack cJ.arth.11lisfSlfound u;n,>­
lhu.$ltll'lillg point of lht m .. 'llly�dcd �IJ,lc ror dol1,linanc<' of 
Nlo 6tw.)f) Mountaio. lhe l�!!L 'A'ild rt-m1iait1 <•fwhHI W3$0DCe a 
flood .<•f grnss aud $lto11>!;. running fnllli b'rnken. to ba)' -
m1d 11,e caswdtk'tS; �lre.idy. arc i<,o, nun� 'lo couot.: Awe-
1n�riug carnage indeed, aU for l'1t �k<' of an iikeh-Jong 
it1.sect.c3lled lhc M.iss,oo BtuC. 

f>(!fhaps you )la\� heard of 1.hC Mi� Bluc.1t is-a butte.-.. 
Ry,_viQlcl-blut. OQI Q11,ch ,,idcl' l.hao lbc �tlcni: o! ii$ 6n:;t 
'Dame printed here. FQr two wt1:;-kfi in th� �r1y 5Ullllt1c.:r o( 
every )'ear. juSf :,\�"° the raini. stoo. the Mission Dlu'es Oll 
!,an U;ru110 emerJll;! fnim tJtor Jl-lpei'y <,ocQOU� at1d take to 
She air. !bit\:? di1.zily - ·�lk,. '1>e.rhnp;. with lht �m af{("I' 
t.hcir lol.'lg.)'('31' und<:fl:.'l"OUM. <W Vl'ith lhc t"Xpl�t <>f tlil?ht 

ilsc.H - above,an 
E LL EN M C GARRAHAN cilibt·llo•'<I n.,.._.,..

i l)g l)lant t-al� the 
lupine. Jln the lupiM, lhe Miss.ion ftlu(':t maf, .. a11d drink 
tJtdii::and lny � and die. ·nw /cttTl'ri.a ifori.oitfts-U10

Common Bt\le -is a buth:rfty f1)Uu(I fiom Hritish Cokunt,ia 
le» .Sot,ilbcrn C.'llifQfl)itl. cas11o (he Oiki>lai.;. roulh lo NC-w'
Me,(jro, bot lhC Mission Olut'. a Sl•�IN\ froriria kari•
�id,s ,,,;,sio,rtn!-#,, lives almotll tJCe;h:i�v-e:ly on Sao Bruuo 
Mountain1• Prim:,1iJy for lhisi fl""�. tJ1c Mission Blue iS �' 
endan.gatd �X'C'ies,. pro(t.,-1ed bj the ·provi...;io1m of tJ,e kd­
e,flll End�'('f('() Spec:i(:S /\cl 
11,e. l>C$l -d':t only-Wll)' to SiliX.': :in <:ndoot't.rt-d fonn o( 

lift" i!> to Pr01('CC it� habitat. Bui Droteding Sall Bruoo 
Mountain isl ·1 as sim1llc-a 1nalW as.ii might set'tu. Draw lines 
i n  the sand up there, and t:hc sides surprise. 
One.side is hUO).'lflkin� ·o( �. With {)11Toood0$and l"Oilds: 

;ill(I Cow Palaces :trid quarrk-s;: the ��roaching urbarut,.-.. 
lion ol .modem �i('cy 1� •• ni:aJor thmtL 10 U� lnouill.aih. r.o 

doubt abou1 it, Mother side i.$Jl:ilur1�. San l3runo ls .:t Jmih ;l.nd 
'oomP,kx pJ�. ""'oven .,.,jth wildflowt"rs. 11Kt-d ,r.•itb �lr�a.ms.. 
brush(-d wiO, bin,)&:. 1>ow'dc·rod ..,,,ith butforOk-$; llw ll\0$1 dclic:llc 

danci' l1tW�ll.'\bll:". /\nd if d1e (lf'(>blcm ;wilh tlk' ii IC),Unl,ain � to �oV 
tht-re- 11':,,'ln vs. nalure-it �Id be-.:;11;.y tb lh.ink a�L <-·•,tint� 

10 �. Save tlu:•btttterOy? S(l)p d�nem. UnrMwetcfy. nature i$ 
lric.kler.�es. tha,i we gii.'C her cre-dit fOf. 

lk,,-a1.11e oo a third �or o,c, baulc w<'f S:u, Bruno M6,mfaio, lhe(e's 

nalure';ig;1U1 --a 'diffcrcnl kind ol o:t1u:re, wu:mcural to this pbcc, to Calilom.ia: illVlld­
ing plnnt, likeci,as)yptus-and � t1nd strange� t;'l(){ICious Woe<Js IJ),'lf vah-­
Qltish lhe •�� grasslands in lhc 1�0 tu SUMY(:, One of the cn..;w.llM.'$ of Ibis contest 
iscolcir.11)e'.a!N'fl grtb.·•;1:s-di(• tm in dw. ammnertimc, 1uming the mounw.n bl'O'A11; 
fl:11:i-,v a�� i:.tc.-cp Oif"OO;l:h wmnw, bri¢Jl a),;e1\·�n a� 0Ht1.1� � beauli!ul .u. 
lhc �1l 1ll.'tt co� with Ott' 1-:iirul. �meof the .-,:otk� al'\" S!n:(1l, thc)ogh -the 
).'Ofl3(". for cxnmple; looJ,? gn:•<'n I.horns ,gfowing eve-n in ghQ6l Jighl Jlcre in tlie 
G(ll1fon State • .,.;•lM.."'re �mnlCr i!> l),e di)l'lll(U\l �n. the ctic11µ11�iOO fuf gm....,, ln Ille; 
l� has guU.$!0 ,� ptai,18 into tro�ib,le .  left to their owu �. 1.het);'(ltir euca•
1:-,ifus-and � Md lhe �"S .and broQffl and btad.btffie!t'alld musl.at'd. Sl.lt'flt'nef" 
gn�-ni;alL c<iuld lake o��-r the n,o·unL,in from tlie i;ih-erW,t.�� !asttt !Mn dC1-'C'lo1> 
mcnLt.,'\•r toolft. Md so, qn 1bc li)llrth-sidc. tb�'ti hmti:mkind -agtW,- oot in oppo-
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Mlea·lon 

Conihu••d ho• P•C• 11 
lhe,t.,me had�. Aiid- lhat'n.alun, 
� uoder'sicgc up there. tnemieg on the out• 

, side and enemies witlbn. the qOO:ltion is this.:, 
ls it '()0$!iiblc to �ve 3 b1,11terl1y by turning 
b..1Ck the bands of t1me1 Or i� it ,oo late? ¥d 
if n is too late-�. whst bawc."Jls then? 

I 
l is 119:;,.'tiibJe t.�::tl you haVt> btetl de--:efved
bys.to Bruno '-1ount.ain.13ct'Af1::ie Crom afar 
-which is 10 �. from the ltigtlwa.ys thJL

collar tht mouolain, hcadJights like pearl'!); 
arou11d a ·wrestler's ncGk - San Brun.o 
Mou1J1.tl1.1 i!t ttgly indcod, 1ilis. lime of year, 
from a distance. the moonl<li1) h� brown. a 
1ouddy nuclrnnge:ydlowiilb bl'(YM), the color 
of a .rec-roonJ rug, ofa l9JO$ S1ation wagon 
part.eel and immolile oo I.he $ide: of the road. 
Tue f\l04.mtnio i s  h�. as well.' i brown sky• 
blottil'lg mo .Qolith j� west <>f CaOOle�ick 
Pilrk. toeholds away frOm Sai, Frane:i$(°;() 
i1$C'lf. a #[iant 11lkc of oo�,l�ing grnss 
and dirt righo.,.,lh, "4.-< of 1he cily'•«;lie,,.
tive b0<� y,ird. 0"""".< I'"'( k. YOt• fJIR' holp 
�l di$DJi�q it. "Yi'alk uf)oii!O it, bov.'Cix:r. a1.1<I 
the mou.rtarn is a "'-'hole dillerenl pla¢ 

On the high l'('aches()f$:m Bruno. wild 
(lf'(:hida grow .m1id nat.i'I(' sit,,-cr grasi;cs f:."Uoe

donnant i� the '!4"unmer heat. lo)" Shrub.&,. 
th(ir SlttUS ike dark lace bt."ltt.-a:J.h tTOW11$ of 
wind-pruood lcaf8!1:, 6fkr dif/.,...n.-nt !,'l\'C11s--
$001� t.loser 10 gray, some dosel' to Yt ,!JoW", 
The.re is cam pion, an e11da11getCd pink 
m:1..,e..: n.od painibnish. brig1n Otatige and 
ytlJow; ;ulll li.mn:l'.s tail, gm."'n' plants o.vncd 
f<,r th,} shape or their bvos. TIK!rt-are' i:ai-e 
m:mxuitas, growfog low l'o the  ground 
beneath the �nd lh.;il con� in from lhc 
ocean, and wild vi-Olets. Yellc>w and purple. 
Wild im.,gol,e.19 seed in lhe<SUmrucrtimc; 
shed round beads i.010 1he parched i.oil. 
which aacks Jilt brokell skin in the daylong 
heat. £Yi.-rywb(,re, the� i!I the SOtmd o? the 
l"iod. 

On Of.:cil,&iou� �31d eagles and goldl•n 
caglts. have bttn, �een on San Uruno 
Mountain. \'3l'e(lll. hummingbirds, kcstrdS. 
owl!i. quail .'ICld llicken.. too. On San Jlruoo 
Mountain. dtt-re are tluee kinds of rare but• 
lcrllics. There'$ the Mis.<!ioo Blue, ol course. 
which live·& in lbe gra!!Slands.. TI,crc·s the 
Callippc Sil-i't'l"Si!XJI.- $ well wh-=h isn't Ustt-d 
as an tndas\$!('red S(>e<:ies OONlu� it sl\an'iS 
Lhc woe habitaU'S tl1f. Mr;?Sioo Blue, layllig 
its cgg::1 on •� .;id violcts, lb.at �w io lb<: 
inoorltaln'� open areaa Aod there•,- the San 
Bri,oo Elfin. a �ulJcr brown bt.!Jt lbat liY<'$ �1 

lbe btus.bfand. Tbe San Bruno Elfin is .i 
listed botttrlly, because iL i!I Jound alo)Of;L 
c:xdu� oo the l))()untain, hut jts babital. 
the bn1sl:!, i:sl)'I as lhf'eatened by dt.'\'<:lop, 
mcs1. 3dld ocher forces as. the: grns:;land is. 

Up uotil 30),ears ago.� ·eruoo Mountain 
Wi\$ fa(J?dy untouched by t he  dieYclopu�.t 
1bii had transformed the res.I ol tht S�n 
PrandSCo Penin1:J;ula from a I.and of wild 
grass into an urban dly'� Pa.rt of a Sp�n�h 
land grant made in 1837-10 Jarob � a 
nattmli.tcd MC'.lOC'an C'ilittt'i. San R11,mo was 
at"qllired by the Crod.tt Land Co. in ISM. 
Por the next 80 years, 1.'.atlle ,raied the 
1twtltlUlili"s widt• :1h1.ruldt:'1$• 11�. ns urban• 
izafion GritWletl ,;ooth from Sa·n J:ranctSC'O 
and oocth from Sao Jose,� develOJ)('rs' eyes 
fell onto the op<:Jt � of lhf' maunlllio, 
and lhl· utOOOJtl. hlstotY o(&in Rruno began. 

Ju 100.S. a µro!)l)$al WM nmk• to l(,p off the 
lop 2"> feet of Sru1 Bnu't!) Moonuiin and U9C 
lbc <:arth -200 tru11iOo cubic yards. of ii -
Lo 6U in San FraudiCO 8-:iy for the airport. 
Out the i&."a didn't go ovtr �U iri thf: lowtis 
- 0.1ly. Ci1y. BO!lbane, Colma, Sornh Sat,
Fraodsco - th.it �i'kl S.'¥1 Un,m:O, and
for 10 y('ill":i,, dcvt-l<lc>el".:l backed off. Tbcn. i.t1
1975. a ('(lfn1�ny (a!il;tl Vi�rion ,\ssocia(("$· 
i,r-Oll(lSe() bt1iltfing 8.,SCIO hootl."5 and 2 111il6()(1 

S<ruare, feet of office ·spatt on.the mountain. 
"AtJ 11'.llti.'lsive P(llitµI b.,iOe c;:n!ruc.-d." c:ounty 
records note. ,.�suiting i n  a court fight 
belwcen S.1n ,Mau:o Coonty nod V-.si'tation .. 
ln 1930. C1)e d.ev�lopeni.aod the c'.ounty
reached a scu)ef;neot The;: d<:vclopeo,. ,.wJd 
be :alJowe<t_ to build in exchange foc the dona• 
tiQn qf I ,(�50 acres to the coutl1Y and ·29& 
acre!! lo the st.all?' of California Kif parks. Two 
weeks aft.Cr·1hat deal wa-s tt�cl1ed, the 
United States t-JSh and \VildlifeSN'vioe 1101i• 
fit-d V'csiiacion lhal an C'MaltStt-rod ani(t� -
the Missio,n Blue butttl'll)· - <:allc:d San 
Bruoo home. And thal 1nean.1 th:Jl evcrytl)ing 
was again u1• In the air. , 

What h.tppened nCXI is sliU �-cntro,1-er.tial, 
more than a dtl-ade .L'lter� Rather than Slick• 
ing il to Vis.itaciM aM shulli:ng down the 
mounlaiu lo all UC'!'' dl"\�)l)ll(!llt. $an �foteo 
County SU down at lbe lxunioing �hie with 
Ute developer. &·t6ut1tt pl101ier Rpm:in 
O:uoon. vdKt was then:, n:c:i,em� it. "1here 
was every possibility (��I ti� amid take 
this all tlK• wa)' 10th(' llME'IJ St.1tcs ::,Upn:mc 
Court. and lc.'N lht.t Etid1wige11-d �teSAd. 
I doo'l t hink aoybodt W11JH�d H1a1.� The 
li.�u� W{I� �o>t>C1dJIZ .c::ulOO :i "habitat con­
&el"\t�lion t>l:t,,. .. {HCP), a form.ii t<>ngi;_ci;. 
sii>rnt1 ei«'f'l)l_it:111 tb lh-.t tl1datij,.'t."R.-d Spe(;i� 
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oompan)' chat mana,-es San 
Bni.no' 5 habitat conservatlo11 
plan lor 1he county. Harm. is 
the point P.('J'SOn for the PlAD 
-she monitors the oonstruo-
1Joo, 1alks to con\trQctloo
wodrers about ret,pediug the
envir<onmeol. and he1e9 to
write �.annual report.$ lhal
list buutrtly counts and
�xoti� pfaot destruction. An
energetic, friendly woman.,
Harris call spot an exotic
plant from tit, drire,'s se,ifof
a iooving c;ir al 45 mph. Aftm:: 

lunch, sbt- takts me and 6eJd
biolorist Lion BaumgarhJt!r
out fqr � spin.

We head south alonr the 
w"t sJd� o( th mountain. 
We pus Colma'$ green 
�cmeteries, their grass like 
the folt on PQOI ttible;s 
beneath the high brown 
tableau of the ln'>untain� 
Thtre's a nursery io beret to 
the Jcft, and we turn d6wn a 
slin road Into it. Look -
they're selling blue a:um 
e\1(3.Jyp<ui in ))Ots, the exa<:l 
same trees. that lie in shorn 
piles on the ocher side o f  the 
mountain. Harrh.l points that 
out. and we dri'lt.' to the end

ol the road, where she $1()� 

and looks up at the mountain. 
There. a srand -Of silver dollar 
�Cal)'Ptu5 ;g making its wn)' 
slowly up the south slope, 
leavu fikt: shfoy coius 
anius:u.he bright 1-ummel' 
grags. 

-rht-)' t-scape:d from Lhe 
l'.llltkry: Hams says. 

It i1 �it:l o'dooknow, and 
the sun beats down. Harri& 
drl\'fS slowl)• all tbe way 
11.row1d the mountain, t(> lhe 
Northeast Rldae, •·h�re lloental•.....-:VIOlllrlllfllrrltk....-taN•Sutrw• 
the-rt are huge graders: Y.'Ork• .. ..., die llultll •••MIN plu. 
ing to level sttep slopc!t of 
the mountain, !he dust rising yellow up off 
the ground:. Part<if Hanis' job is to monitor 
the- developmellt on th, mountain, so we 
stc;,p in to see Tim Wellman, at Cos.eao 
Davidson Hoines, whlch ts doing the l>tdJd. 
iug. Hanis and W ellmao discwr.i Nl\'Ul.f her 
laik, <gain, to the gu)'\l who are nmninJ{ the 
bi,g trucks out there, about making sure 
tbe}"re. fol10'1\'ing the law, ai:id not buJfdoz. 
ing where they 5houtdn1t be. Harri, $.i)'S 
sho11 stop hack 1,y.

TI,eo ,..('rt' off. baytng ;tlmo11,t compk>ted 
the drcle around the mountain, J 11st short of 
the 'J>arklnt lot whe� we swted this mom• 
ing, Hanis puDs Into� turnout on the .side of 
the mOWttain, parking in a dusr cloud of blue, 
wltitc gr.r,d. A path le3ds up tbe 1¥lge, the 
aravel bone white in the.bright sun. 

Our watk take& us 'past mQle b,� wherc­
Baumganner 83)'8 black widow spi.der$ live. 
AU around us are swallowt1iil buttuflies, 
clming t"ach other in spirals duougb the air. 
fn 1Fir-�«11 r11m"""" c:;1,_...,,...,.., '"'""''� ... ...,.

i:·nce 1982. some: 700 homeg h.we been
built on Sap Br:uno Mountain. Nead)' 
IJ(X).more home, have been approved 

under the habitat conservation p�. On the 
Northeast Ridae, the part of the l)lOmlla:in 
that: most directh' fac�s San r·ranclsto. 
Co.scan Davidsoo Hc11ncs i$ litartil1$: con­
$'lruclion in what s1>me � say was $00\e 
of the best Mfs$ion Blue habitat on the 
nfounutifl, O\·cr on the ottier side o( San 
Bruno. facing the Pacif1ie and the ,trip mnlls 
of Semunontc Boulevard, another project.. 
T�, Is due to start oonstructioo by the 
CaU. AIJ 1ol�t devdoP!)lellt 'has e.atcn up 372 
llCfCtl. of the mountafo. Thert' are 2. 1•1 acns 
.se-t Miat;t in �tion. Another 216 31._Tts 
art, as-yet, undecided, Between the artu.s: 
under construc tion and areas in consen·a• 
tion, there ti a lcnce d«ted with white wnrn· 
ing signf.. Two worlds biu;l:f to back with 
mb other, ooonectoo. by 011e thing:JtlOO('Y, 

l,l'nder lhe tt-rms of lhe habi1at conserva­
.: ...... -1--s ,r..,...1,�1-·rm·r� tr .. Jt:, :tr: tl 

i 
I 
•



,llq,lhal o!i.,,.,,,d d""""1'\f'l>I M1$si0n Blue 
ha)>ilm bfV'.i�ocioo ape.I otbct�-do�r$:IO 
re1urn for c;QnS<"n'ation doowhere on th'e 
mountain. It ••as ari idc:a-baJand.ogthc 
�mpelirig iott:n.�I� Of ck.�rs ar)(J f'.tni­
l"Ql1me,1t.,1µ$!i-1h?I wtt.$ 10 take b0ld :uioss 
the n:aoon. All�gh,_ as '1 t,urns out, prot�­
ing h3bit:at frofll c1E!YdOpmen't is one thing. 
Protai:iog.i1 from iL,;:,c,l(isi1l()thcr, 

U
P qn ·$anBxu_no Momitaio', therf is a
J>l� c-..ailt-d Ai,ril lk®k, tx.-cau� ,in the 
!-J>ring the. wa1er ruM lher�. ··unt,il 

rccenOy, the; water ti) Avril Brook rao 
IJuvu:gh a glade ()f cuchlyptuil tn.'('$.· Now the
ln.:<'S,I� in hµs((' pik:s 01H™' grou,id. 

"'v.'P've g(I( 10 get goi,\g on this a� �ere.'' 
vfonqer Ga11kin i5 i;;a)'ing. MJl's ffot a lot of 

,loose � that have to be'· stabiliti.'d for the 
rains,"; 

ll ISmidm�g. mid-July.� group 9( peo­
ple ha.':' gathered at � Brook to talk· ahi>ut 
putting natiVi: �nis book whct:e ll�• oncy 
belQngcd. TI1iJ is t1_1t finU ptac� on San 

Bruoo lhal the J'e!;tor�o v;ilJ 1� Ifs a 
tesl place. fo a way. J,,jve acres of f-.giLring 
lbingsuul. 

Ari� ill<' poopl,;:, Gailkin is ialking 10 is- a 
man named Paul Kc.pb.irt, l\e_])bar1 is a, 
1�:mi.S1, a 113Cive plao1 espcrt from south ci(

&i.n1a eru� --•ho has beef\ on lhc mountain 
sioce. da�n this montiog, g�<.'fltlg pJanls 
and..«!� IL'• Kephart . ,ho11 hcdoil'g lhc
re-storalion of nalive vagetatiol'i On San 
Bruno. AJl'e:,l(ly. in a tl\11'$Cf)' tiOUlh orSan,a 
Cruz. he h.-s -San 81\UIQ stcdfo)Jf,s' wrouti11g' 

...,_ Ml)fl: Saa Mateo CcMiaty f1iM!wa.ta Ganka.

in 1)1nsuc bins. Kcpbad is 4-'111 and blood. and lbe fo�. Plus. the loggt.-n h,'t'o"e- rut a dl.-c:1> 
dit«t. 11lt> dashboaJ'd <If hi!> cil' is full of �(�o lhe � ohbe J\t)ril Brook r.winfi'. 
pfant$. Both ofdltSe th� are p��mi;; 1l1e slash 

"Wt nc�d to 1..M.· io here tQ st:.irt plant.iJUJ lumberh,as to bcdcal'e<hmd (bt-'tbclfnccds' 
� �i!lg by· �O\�b<-r 3,,4, 5 at (he lat· to be 're$1orcd to it� original t1fo� before 
es,," KepbarU;,1ys. -As :;0011 �-..:c :;,ee ll}e ��. Then lbC trick will be to kttp 
rains. we'll set: al« of <:oc.tlypius.� ti� we«ls out fonz enough fol' th� native 

In Cact. they're already iletiog a lot of�� pl:ttlts to ta!«- hold. a l)alancit'IK ac;I.. ·the pla.il 
Jypt1,.1� Euc.d)'vt11s. is diffiNlt In gt_-1 rid of, i( Ke1>hart talks about, skl.ii..iu� it out brie(br.
Wt'� wtJal, you're uying w 00 to it Ott\'\ cu1 ,titeius , 1mco�plic:a1ed but Jab<>r-intt.'1l,lli� 
il do�n - the shhnp;..�1Jl, Can '1 burn ii -Spc;I)' the heck out ofthe euc�us stumps.
- dtc tr<."t-1> f:Xt)looe seeds., C:tn't spray il whk.b were al:!io k>-fl by lhe louers 'l!hdl
9nce and walk awa)' - keep oo ·it or you'D they cruised Oicough.,Thtn Qlo,·dn willl 
see mprc t.'UC.ab'Pins than you want.to. Jlath•� p1ant stedlings !roin the nurser)'. 

9V"ef' l1,md1, Kephart. 001Jine$ bis plan for \'vnsl) ijUle collars ;l,l"Ouod �b �fu.tg. to 
April )!r.ook, 11w felk.'CI lf'eeS bM: bt<'1> �ft k<.'tf) the cuc:alyptm;: spray of f  them. U1Nl 
Jn huge pilts b)• lhc loggklg cQfup.uiY that � some 111ote..<;e1 :&eb(!()lkids olll the!:"! 
Sin Matto C<1unty <'oRtt:'l<l(ed to d�r--cut t<> d�ribute seeds. lay km.ft paper i'.>n the 

.! ground to di$00Uragt: the invltffl·t-.p,l�n1s 
; from sproul.ing. Sin)' �,me mare. 'iu,U kttp 
: i,c;arcful�-eoa thin� 

1)tlk turns to hcrbic.idies. 'l'bc ooes lhcy'rc 
E usin« on $an OrulW .trkk the pJ:i.nts i .nlo 
' 

: Lhlfiking lllC:y're taking in BUi.rio113-s1�.._;r. 
ically", nitr61:,'t.'ll -_{tom the '$mt Sll wb-.'.11 lhf' 
plaols are�. they opn:1 up and-sock \I 
all right ia' F'�rwing nut what sprays to ,ise 
ha$ i..kt!fl some lime-. 

"It kiod of fak� the µlanl out,• Mari� 
• A!,;fo • f$a,gg(:lt. One ol the-l'lt1'bkidc �­
tors. �,rs. 

•lfl\ taken tlS &."Yen )'t'al"S lO Jjgun.--oul thc­
p,;oper,sofutioo$," M\kti Focbcrt adds. "13,!11 
('vc irottcn 1o ·the poini .,.,i,en� CIC'!,' I�� �'OI a 
n�twd that W'otks. I can i!tt resulb.." 

V:
loria Ham, is. In a $l'n$ll, in charJ?e,of 

hinp o,O San 8n1110 Mountain. Harris 
orks a, TholUas Re� Assodates.. thC 
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Bi!'.� ,oroe "-fission Blu.e lat1il he� P<tY tC).
- puugofflC-offlhemQW11"inovctdlere.

In some quartert.- fll(>�l Mth . .  -eably. In 
l)OliticaJ areoas from local ci1Y halls to the
U.S. Congrt$- lhit't �$$a mighty f.air
s.1,1,-ap-. a barpin ln whkh e�rybO(ly-wins .  
Pcopfe gl't hou!<'i. animals 8'<''- land, What
could bl.' better? And In the yeal'!I since San
Bnmq Moui1taln became the site-of the
nation"s tint habillll consen-ation-ptan, tJ)Ost
mncj of plans � l)ten put lO work, iD one
form or anoth<.-r. in 36 01.ber pt&res, with 150
mQn: �lica6oas _peoding.

YC"t not everrooe likes the San.Bruno 
Moum.1.in habitat �nservatlon plan-dthtr 
i.ntheory Ofil) pr�. 

1'bcre wai a big proble.n1 wi1h 11\e 
approach. which is lb.it tbt-y. tr.ide4 tbe
prlme-,ba.b{Ust for lhe mr habitsL lt was a
DaW('(! �ach from the start. Tot L'01!Cel'tt 
w·.!s dult if you tried to get "''hat WM d\e. best 
environmentally that it ••ould �·so ()l!lta• 
ge�ms Ut,t the End-angcr.f!d Species Aet 
·woo.Id go down in (lames.� says Juli.a &tL of 
1he Sierra Club. ·My lieut sa)IS:, 'HC':)\ YlC 

started wronll jn We very beginaing. W e
'81.ould have protected the best habitat. lfou
don'l give away the btst.habitat .ind W:e
somt'tbing marginal and -say it work,:
No11e1he1PAA, that's what we ha\•e to work
-wilh so il'� ldnd of our (:b;1r�e and our
mpoa-sibilicy tO take, what't. on the mtun•
tsin.·

J.astspring, Ute Lom.'l J>riet.'l Chapter of th€'
Sierra Club ho&ted a forum on S:-in Rruno'-s
habitat �"OnSCl"l,•atioi• plan. Criticisms ranaed
from the, general lo the !p('cific, Wilh fc)(.\1s
on rwo problems: 'Oic plan. (ritks. $.\Id, has
no pro,•ision for outside tt'fle.w, 'Fhi¢h
means tliat the pe,ople, who admi.niW�r the 
plan �)·e the 01le'S in c harge- of deciding
wht'ther th(· $0� tlJ,ey'rt doU12 t-s adt(lualt,

·My criticism oltbe bnpJemtt1t.1,tioJl of thlS 
plan an along has been the1acf that wee-Ek 
are O\'C'rt:\!Jllling 1he, 1nouo1aln. 'Olen' is-no 
re.stored habitat. and lhe P()1)tl.fatlon bm of 
the � i! growioa all me u·me. With cyt;Q' 
yt,-ar that pa� the &tuatioo. ,roes on." Sigg 
says. '"They ha.vt no dau1 J they hav� nn 
r<:rord.$ sliowing wba.t they\'t. dooe.· 

That. however. se(>ms11bout to change. 
llloroas Rdd Associates rrttuU)' hired a per­
$9D to study the rt:por1� 10 see wha� h�s. 
workl.'9 and what hasn't worked in te1'n\S of 
removing the exotics. 

''We should develop i;ome, ttk-a of '4'1\M we 
could tl:I�," sca)·s l.a.wrmce Kobcnm. the 
new hire. 

N
zyw, au the de,�lopllll':tlt lhat atteeis San 
Bruoo Mount.'lin t:m't re�dential Thcre·s 
commercial, too .  CQftSidi::r the fate of Gu� 

Ptde-mome, whose Colma dump backed up, 
literally. onto some protected habitat. 
Pedemonte bOO to fork O't'« $40,600 it1 fines 
to repair Mission Blue landscape. allhougll 
the money wasn't tpent on Sau Bruno 
Mountain l)ut on th� Milagra Ridgc1.. abo\-e 
Pacifi<.•a. wnete--anomer little isQlated oo*y 
of th.e bugs. lives. And on I.be ,·try topofSa.1'1 
Bruno i'S 1U1olher 001runt-r¢i.1l devtk:lpment 
-ooe that has :sparked the mos.t �ement
opposition to date of the habitat C'Ol'.lk'rvat,i(>«
pl.1n. Th� people who don't b'kc thf' to,-·ers
call them-sch•es Bay Arca laud \�atcn, 1u1d
thc)"re suing Sun Matl'o County.

The radio towm. rist< like skdetOt'I! 011 top 
o(tm' ridge.111ey ft.we bttn there sin«- tht­
d:ws of C.:1ttle gr;u:ing, before the 
End�� Ad and the habitat coit­
ser,-stion plan. At presl"tlt. th-ere is one �M\. 
lite station and 10.towcn.. mushroom, in a 
(on.st o( �kdctal $tc:tl. Wt year, aetQrding 
to the la'A'SWL the owucr of tht' Qtount.ail'I• 

top, :I COfflP'\PY Ii> "1411iol\, 1h• 9it·
fcs 1'.aid, San Bill•
no's- tonservatlon • ..,. :a11.1,1NQ NDLH-l�IN, named Watl'\on 

Co m-1n t1--Me, ... 
tions. proposed 
adding 32-ncw 
dl,h, pldU�:s. 
10 new equip. 
m�t sbelter.J. .a 
l'lt-W 10,000, 
i;quarC•f o o t  
buihHog. and. 
lot 1J1c fir.st 
time, (WO p� 
for people to 
li\'.e: 1'homar; 
Reid titudk>d lhCt 
PrO&H>S3l a11d 
rccomme ndtd 

pll!\ contains nei• Wt.:r,,t IT■ l&DLATED 
ther long-rang� 
2Qaht flQr th4" kind 
o f  retro,pective
$-l�dic-$ that would
allow pt.'rspecttve
on whether tht 
exotid: remov.il is 
working. Put tb6'Se
two 1tilngs toge�
er. 311d there·$
�y no •·a)' tn tell
"'iw' s &.--tually hop­
�nina' (Q the habi•
tat up there on tha1
mwntain.

WfLCMES■, INVADING 
EXOTIC "LANT&, 

DEVELOPMENT, AND 
ENDANGERE'D SPECIES, 
'-'ABBDLUT&:LY DEF"INEil 

THE PR09LEMS OF' 
MODERN EC:OL,QGICAL 
RESTORATION," ■A.YS 

PAUL. KEPHART, 

11u? plan was loosely written. It did not 
require ••Y !'tRO<i>, ,t �i<!n� have any mca­
surJng,,dt\'ices.. h V{aS iuiK-counting butter• 
Ries, which are reaOy essenti311y meaning­
Jt'Ss." s;,ys J3ke Sigr, of the Ca!if()mia Nati,-e 
Plant Sociely, which t$ active on San Bruno 
Mount.1.in. 

Each yt-ar, Thorn.al Rt!d ;\$,wcbttcs sub­
mltll au annua1 rq,on. ou thf' mountain to San 
Mateo C()\l.nty. The �ll. which date- back 
to l980, wheo Thomas Reid As&odatcs first 
beKan Mudtfo.r tbe mo11nrain, c<>ntaio 
dew.led butterfly E-ntimf!ratiaru:nmd anc-cdo-

to tbt <.'OutH)' 
that it be � TI)e •.:oum)' .lWfO\'-ed it. 
.ind ... furwarded it oo to the Ut1ited S,1at� l-"ts.h 
und Wikllih-S.:svice, wluclt t,a;.1i11aljuri,dlc• 
tiou o,·e.r all thingi. that affect tht" Misslon 
Blue. !lay Atta Und Watch sued, 

1be ptop()Std project may iojun• or kill 
t b cu, endangered ipedei:· the fa•,,.'1H1h 
alleges, enumerating th e  Mission Blue and 
Sao Bruno Etfio butt�. ln additioo, "I.be 
proposed project will cause deterioration in 
tfiC' �·line view of the Mountain. d�sed 
u� of the .Parle trails during construction
activities. as we.I) as exposure of hikers t.o



. ---.. __ .. ..
• _....1 y,_ 1bat art bcaull­
i (ul. co some, In their own 
I ri2!1t1C...,ou lnd<bea'"r 
• foe �ty? Or, in doing 1h11t.

is lhere a � somcwht:rt' -
one tbu cannot bt rttom•
�

Whto lht city of Srisb­
on lhe _.,. •lope of Sao
Bruno Mountain - housc11
on the oa&nd.s aod up an I.be
ftlOUDla.iQ itfflf -1tarn�
thM the eucnlyptul lrcti
a l ong Guadalupe Canron
Parlony b.., been cu1 do.,,,
the� was no rrjolclnar in tht' 
KrttU.Quitdlt..,.,....So
1nuch Ill), In IIL't, chat the clcy 
filed IUit to tlOP lbe loggina, 

'"'The people in 8ris.bant'.
beca111e they Jivt on tlt<1
mountain and the patk's it
their hack )'lrd, ha\Jt a real
10,,,c llffair ""ith lhe ffll)Untain:
Ci1Y AJAoia« IM<Wc...lo 
Nel,on oxpllln� -n.. .,..,a,
led the mountain is a tofem
for tht1n. It ptOl«lt thtm,
and kt't'PS them !la!t:, and It
the mount.ala'� OK thc-n
lh<,'r< OK._ 

-\\'heo the �1(3.))·prus cut •  
ling be,rao and .,. fow,d out 
lhalkwasa'l�aminc. 
ii was clear�nin,g, we sutd
becauJie we t�t il t.'a:& a
viol•tlOl'I of the park," she, 
Sil}'.. 

1bt � plan,. nd dw
Mistloo H,lue butterfly art 
impol'IMH ,·nlues wbhia, the
.......apu1<To.rt� values, ThrtC' arc- aet:tbCtic
valur• and thert: art J't('ft-. 

....,......,. "'l"' Sd.on. 

Dedll-tlle ,ao.c,_."""" .... .._..._..,._ 
---

ln orher w-otds, thert'a 11
tradC'•off. And tha:fs ,he
toum:: of thr t'OOlk'l. la a nut· 
!hell, With the Endtogcrcd
Sp«les Act. In fordnr
Amc!rlcaos lOlhmkabout lh•
Ctt-.iture:s lhnt live IIM!t\a UII,

txo6c tl)Ccies. the atltmpl '° tt\-qtlalt' -
would � b apptning wJ&hout 1he MlHion 
Dlue.buuerlly, C«tainly ,i,. .,.._of"' 
....ia......,.i buncrffy,._ IP'"' 1ht mouotam 
1he- money and the mwgcmtm not othel'• 
wise avlllbblc 10 ii. Bui imagiot, for """"1)1,. 
llbe M- Blue ........... butrffllr .. all 
lmaeint ft as un insecl 'Mthoul delicate blue 
willl5a,da friGyl�•bmelbom:i1Ncir>e� 
wi1h I hsd c,n,pact, 1 wey browt1 airborne 
beetle the color of duna. With p�rt aud 
hairy ltp and• sdoclllc bi1o. l_.,e if ii 
'lll'ttt, simply, a catttplllat- gittn, ootlug 
llooe)' liquid ftOm the Pores Ol'I ll::6 pulpy tldn 
-lhal--iCJdf.-took
to the olr, i;pcnt its whole life undcritround,
emergint onl, t o  .st.in.I and die. Tht bu,
coold tlill be proted<d by i.w. sol! foogl,1
ovet and Nti�ttd about, but ""'Olild the light 
llir chc same emotions? Would it 1ottn, 
W'Otth,,t,\Jellht-•--­
I'll look •t. or danaeroutto touch? 
.. 

the act requlr« 1.1.t to con­
sder-the role thal l'latu� hat io utban aod• 
e1,y, And oomttl.rnC'- It'$ ca!Uil>t"IO lblnk about 
..._.io oUl<rplac<t-Qllo<cpe<lllle'sba<tt 
yardf -Lhan it it co de.al with the eonM't­
Qut't'lctS ol sa\ing "';hat ..,iJdnes, it let\ right 
b<n.riat>t--

One of tbc intttm.ing t1Utl8"$ about the bil>­
djvt,.;1y debate - the id<> Iha! all forms of 
lift are -wonh D'riaf, no mane, •i11l - is 
that it has tended to focu11 on plaoc1 like the 
,.;n lioresbols...thAmcrlc1.A,_boolc 
by llaMnl biologjR Edwani 0. �. lor 
ex.1111pl,e. opens with a s!Jrrlng account o( a 
th- .. --

"1111h<-Basi• w-1 vio!e,i<,> 
soml"timl.'2' beeins a!I a J!ic:ktr of 1;,Ju be)'Ot1d 
lhc- horizoa,"' Wilton ffltt-s. • ... Wc.pny 
thert will atw.ys be • •'Olid like this aoc at 
wbo11e edge I sat in dllrkoe,s. The rain lort.t 
in Its � is GM of tht 11$. aeposito&irt 
on �arth of that timeless dream," 
Qbvl<:•,sll' ctT fitmetr nwHr I , s •··


