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| MICHAEY FREUND, atlomey for the Grouplo Elminale Toxics, a0y tces the group’s lawsalt against

meccl.!ericley N?:ion_zll l.aboratlory as qro_w. !fter_t.t.apf loolf oa 3 ‘a.p?!ess clouimme :mcmay
Local Group Brings Suit Against
'LBNL for Toxic Waste Storage

8y Z. Byron Wolf
Caninbuling Waites

Land’s council passed a-simar resolmion, though it
only alloied $10,000.

Berkeley Councitmember 1Dona Speing, who it

|

“ﬂt‘-(‘d s ftinds from the citicsof Rk ol and listed AMANS the 1 inliffe o n acn crenemate vones

Dalai Lama to Take
Stage at UC Berkeley

® Tibetan leader tackles hot topics

By Kaz Baba
and Michael G. Smith
conifuting Wrters

YUC Reskeldy's deanafthe Schood
of Journdlism, Osville Scdielt, is
scheduled ta speak with the four-
tednth 1%131 Lada of Tibet on
Thursday ot Zellesbach Auditerinm
10'discuss issucs ronzing frgm Chi-
ne rale in 'Tiket (o conflicts within
the Baddhist community.

" Mg, eveats which is being co-
hoxied h)' the UG Ber¥eloy Sehool of
Journalism and the  AoicFican
l:limalhyan Coundation. is free 10
university students faculty nod staff,
and i1 séliedniéd o Last from 10:30
a.m. until noon

The falai )arxa. who won the
Nubel Peace Priee in 1989 Jur his
nonviolerd resistance to tbe Chinese
accupation of Tiber, is sxpecied 10

ak on ¢ varicly of issucs, rd-
g WENTI011 11 JOUErO IR tamt

Dean Doug toster. Le said the tor-
mat, an informal discuswon heiween
the Dalai Lama aid Schell, will albow
orany topics of spiriluat an;!Jmlill
cal tmportance lo be discuxxcd.

*(The Dalai Lsma and Schiell) will
be talking about everything, from
conirovetsics in Titelan Buddhism
o China 1 Hong Rong, among
other things." Foster said.

University Vice Chanvlloe and

be there)” said Marie Felde, who
works in the university’s pubfic
information offace. *Unforiunately,
152 schedule didn’y permit i€, even
thotgh he wonted 1o very much.”

The American Himaligan Foundas
tion, which helped plan U3¢ even,
givesdineq aid (o foreizn coun(iRs 1o
promole. “health. cducation, culueal
preséavation and envirnnicoval ame
seTval ioo,”s?id Richel Humpliccy, an
xcenive assiint witls 1ha Donsdi-
won. The penpiobt onggnifation has’,
sént money 16:Népal and parts of
Nérthern tndix where 1he Tibetan
LOVCroment i inexile,

Membuess ofthe berkebey comma -
nity said they are anficipating the




Ricked by funds from the cities of Berketey and
O:kland, a Jocal environmenlal osganization
announcas! yesierday that it willsue UC Berkedey for
its storapge of radiosctive wasie in the |awrence
Herkeley National taboratory facilitics,

The Group tu E!nmm tte Torics announced that it
hopes,the suit filed yes1éndayqat the Alainedo County
(‘nunlmuus will foréé.the lab o further mvtsusalc
the possublt environmental harms of storing hea.
nrdnus chs.

Both the Berkeley and Oabland iy couneils have
4greed 10 szplort the ation of the activist group. The
Beskdley City Council passed a sexolution on May 13
allnztingup to $15,000 to support GET i filing a law-
sir calling for an eavimnmental impact repost. (ade

lisied among the plaintisls in INC case, suppores ahy
actinn that questinns the use of radicactive and haz:
ardous wast es bevisuse of UK\I’ lf\nm\’l(y

*We're nol thinking about future gencratiom
whets we genesate all this wasie.” she said.

According to Mud\ael‘Prcund. the attomcy han-
dling the case ferglie activist groug, mshns the lab
condii¢l the studics 10 prOdll{C an cuwnronthSI
Lmpact repott 18 the first aim of the suit. THE univer-
sity must theh submis the EIR forpablic sceatiny
beforc it attempts 13 store more radioactive wasles in
is St ry Cstiyon storage-Site.

Thegronp © i_h__sisliggnn the EIR because il was

SecLABS Peae 2

| Waste

Comlmndﬁomm.lz

detocted i in Smh:-uy Creck on the
itself,

A lab siudy, borever stutes dat 3

theoratical perwyn swimmiag in the
creek evtty day fora year would sufTer
o health consequenxes,

“Ihe ‘indtial Stuxdy* (pagt of the
Negalive Declaration), [sils 10 ac-
knosAcdge that ceftain mixed wasle is
substantial |ymare damgarous dan haz-
ardous waste or radicactive wasle
storcd scperately and docs not analyze
the modification in tenms of the synee-
gistic effocts ofcomhining radinactive

d that there I8 no soil of

Muﬂm”d\e

is graarmd waker eaceed EPA leveks foe

drinking waterby 10tomes, 2 it s0i

by on¢ and ahalf, Freund said ﬂnswas
tiew information discovered mnoc the
1992 FIR.

“You dow't deiok leaves,” eon
WAWMMMm
senting the UC Regenis in the case.
“Thoae (drinking water) standards

don't 3pply (10 trees) .. The ritks 10
. qund deputad studics by chitdeen bave been used as 2 rod her-
Lsh scientis that lowd radiation 18 ring, we are 50 [ar bedow Lhe ais egnis-
mm-wéqtisnwyum!mju s’0n santards that these is no risk 10
osttide lB"lIf.'l Natoral Ttitum [a-  children™
beling Facility sbuning the Lawience Zechie argued that valg in the
Hall icod Y e creek ix &f one pertent of that allowed
the site “‘the Gitisin grove” by EPA in drinking waicy, snd onc

Ereund J.mc fevels of radation

penTni of that allowshle lor ain efivs-

sions,

“Yes 0-1;5 tritiun in the :n\n«
romeng, but weare welt bedow fevels
cstablishud by the EPA _. We recom-
maudmcmmfulyswomh:lub'
pasition that thee arc 80 ocw sigmﬁ
caot impacts,” he xaid. :

Buth sides scomed confident nrvl-
tory when v hearing dad. Oppos:
ing attomey? shook haads, whilc lab
awltm:ﬁ ond lab Oppanents traged
nods, probablywrkmorwiodging thartast
weekwasfarframthetastfime thetwo
groups will (ace-off.

“+gave-tunrenougrinformatianto
winthe case, ] gave him whathenecds |
wdo to ruke inowr [avae.™ said Preund.
hopefu! of & victery, '




Judge to rule on ‘mixed waste’ facility

@ Berkeley Lab would store mdivaclive marerials

By Marc Albert

Lawrcnce Berkeley National
Laboratory nwde ity casc in Supe-
rior Coutt Iast week for cxpansion
of a so-called “mixed wasie™ stof-
age [acility to eontain radioactive
material.

Judge Henry Nocdham Jr. should
soon nile on whether LBNL. must
condua a [ull envirorynental study
fot the mojecl, (3swycers for the UC
Regents defended the lab's issu-
ance of a "Negative Declaration.”
claiming the eapansion will causc
minimal impact.

An Envionmental Impact Re-
pon. required on developmeat
projocts with petential impact from
land nse, is a lengthy rocess used
to detail mitigations aceded to off-
sct negative impacts. A Negaltive
Declaration is shurtce and issued 0
projects causing anly minimal
change 1o existing circumstandes.
A Supplemerital EIR was last done

on IBNLm 1992 The eport was
partof the contract renewal groaess
with the Univenity of California.

The cuty councils of Bérkeley
and QaKinnd bth passed resolu-
uons in I:\orof’an EIR.

The lawsmt, brought by the
Group 0 Eliminate: Toxics, repre-
sents a kegal challenge to the fab
from enviromneritalists. Theyclaim
LENL pallutes Berkeley and Oak-
land with haverdous and sadicac-
tive wasle,

Lab seientists term the danger
“insignificanl.” :tnd say their work,
involving canccy mxcarch, is de-
signed Lo Jength en lives, notshosten
thein. After two hours of hearing
arguments fromenvironmental law-
yer Michsel Freundonbehalfof the
Group fo Eliminate Toxic Wasie
and the regenmis, Needham to1d Wthe
packed courtsoom he would take
the cose under submission, and rule
late this week.

At issue is whether the lab is

proposing cnough changes in its
Hazardous Wastc Handling Facil-
ily 10 trigges a requiremen) under
the Califomia Environmental Qual-
ity Act for a new EIR.

“Mhenctincrase in tesal amount
would he abowd 45 gallons,” said
LBNL spokespcrson Terty Powell.
“The issue isn't ecally abost mose
wasu:. it’s about a differcid mix of
waste.”

LBNL askcdfora pamt modi-
fication (o reduce. mpcﬂmncd stor-
age of bizasdous wastc by 1,880
gallons, and increase storage of
mixed wasic by 1.925 gallons.

‘Peemits for hazardous and mexed
wasi(¢ are granted by staic agencics.
Radioactive storage pemils aic
handled by the fedesal Department
of Encrgy.

“Justiheirmere presence docsn’ t
reocesent a hazard Lo us, tt’s all in
how itis storedand handled andour
facilities arc really safe .. They are
top of the line in termis of contnin.
menm,” said LBNL - spokesperson
Ron Kolb,

Lab ofticials say it is compara-

tively easicrto ger sid of hazardous

wasle and radinaclive waste, but
mixed wasteTshard-to dnsposc of.

Thicrearconly a few stosage sites in
the country which handle mixed
wastc.Frcund predicaea more mixed
wasie will stay on the sile for fonger
perivds.

“Wedon'tLipixit purpose fully, il
isarcsultof theresearchthat tesults
in waste thal is both chemnically
hazardous and has radioactive chk-
mcnts ... We frequeoly usc sol-
vents o lind where the radioactive
tracers end up m accll,” said Robin
Wendi. Waste Management Group
Leadeeat LBNL's Hazedous Waste
Handiing Facility.

Wendi sdmiucd that sonic of
mixed wastecanoxl dize.orburm, if
cxposcd (0 air of walcr.

Top of tho linc or DOL. environ-
menislists arc skepticalof the.lab's
plan. pointing ou! tho lab’s proxim-
ity 10 the 1991 fire 20n¢, the Hay-
ward faull. the Basi Bay's muny
dmmgccrccl:smdadcusclymw
lated city. Enviconmeptalists con-
tend radioaclive iritium ha$ been

Seo WASTE on page A18 |
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Geno Bernardi, right, ond Michaet Fround ate challenging the
lob's pions fof a new fociity. |
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cmission of radinactive tritivem ook advantage of the
1ab's open house Saturday to Jraw attentian to tlcir
signs reading " UC Berkeley pows cadisactive tritium,”
avihe red at 1€ Berheley’s North Gute to catch the atten-
evils of ritim whIlé $tagding in front of a duimmy rep- The prodesiers alleged that the lab's Natienal 'muuﬁ

ally Caiengar i rage £ | ﬁ% L), T DR e
arry Luang ' Page 4 | ' Page 5
h9d 1871.
B Activists picket as LBNL
Berkeley nesidents who say they arc led up with the
complainis,
ton of visitos iraveding 1o the Lab in shutile buses golog

HE l
' ; .
holds open house event
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory’s onntinuous
Morc than 40 protesters, many carsying bright ontnge
KAROLYN ERBELE and Carol Denney ski about e Up Fleatst Avenuc.
resenling (A irradiated man ovlside Morth Gaté Hall, See THOTROA Pzt 3
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Tritium

FRON FRONT PAGE

Labding Faclity emits toxic Lritiated
waler vapor that can affect humans
when to the sltin oc inhaled.
They pointed to studics hat asock
ate tritium with cAGNPRE offects.

Protesters also said that the tei-
tisum embfled by the lab contami-
nates d\uir, soil, water and vegeta-
tion in the azca surtounding the
Lawrence 14all of Saence, exposing
schoolehildeen, who Itc(;ucmly
visit the hall, ta radioac tive teitium.

“Do we have 0 waitdsd years to
see what the damage is being
<awned hae!" 23id Gepe Bernardi. a
spokespesson for the Committee to
Minimize Toxic \Wasie “Lct’s stop
cuncer where it stars”

But LBNI, spokesperson Ron
Kolb said that even thaugh the lab
does emit tritimtod wateTvapon it &
a harmless amount that adds up to

less than | percent tritiated water
vapor — an amouot; he ssid, well
bclow the Envirénmental Protec-
tion Agency’sminimim standazds.

“That very small amount of tri-
tium bas negligiblc impact.” Kolb
said.

Kolb s3id that humans aré¢
cxposed to_harmiess doses of tri-
tium in evcryda y life: Accord i ing to
an lBNl‘ “Ivitam Foct Shect,” tri-

tium is 8 part of many cansumer -
products, indudiog illuminated -

watéhes, and thermostat dialss

In an LBNL wewsletter, Kolb
pointed out studics in whish LBNL
employecs working within a 100-
meter radiug of the N11F reccived
one-fourth the dose of the fedesat
public standard of tritium expo-
suse. The reports also staled that
outside this radius, peopke recaived
tritium doses that are about 70
times betow the stabdard.

Protesters also cxpressed con-

cerm sbout LBNL's invohwement in
building an clectron accelerator foe
the Dual Axis Raduognpbu:
Hydrotest Facility, which is cur-
rently being built in 103 Alanos
N.M. They iaid that nucless
weapons design is 3 crilics] part of
the DARHF apd that they do not
want s ciitical componentof it to
be builtin a“nedear-free™ Berkeley.

“Shame on yuu. University of
California, for changing the empha-
sisonyobstotbcuseol’nudnr
wed * said Berkelcy Vice Mayor

- Maudelle Sbmk.dmnng the peotest,

Environmental activist  L.A.
Wood, whospoke at theevent, said
hc was gfad to sec many Berkeley

resadents show théir oppomuon o
1he fab,

“The natiooal Iaboratmy
detrimental w0 our socicly and
we've got o stop it,” Wood said.
“{This} s the liest day that the
communily has gathered 1o
demand ascountability.”






